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fo truly gauge the impacts

of climate change

Digest A
A human-made indigenous
forest in Tamil Nadu
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Fallin production indicates India
must change its strategies

Tigers under threat 5
Small, isolated populations see
increased risk of decline in number
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Climate change aggravating
impacts of dry weather

World trade woes
Developing nations left with little
to celebrate at WTO conference
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India relents fo an inadequate
COVID-19 patents waiver
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youth protests signals
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Politics of Knowledge
10 The parallel coexistence of central and provincial spheres in education has

a visible functional role but also a less visible political and an e e
visible sociocultural role. Several decisions announced sin ‘@‘é\begigﬂﬁ}g )

of 2022 enable us to observe these disparate and simultal{ggﬁs roles. N <
QA

— Krishna Kumar T = ;
PR\ AN z
(=

Decolonising Decentralised Governance

12 This article describes three cases from Maharashtra where bu
overreach has impeded emerging forest management by forest dwellers holding
community forest resource rights. It reflects on the need for changing the
prevalent colonial mindset in the bureaucracy to facilitate genuine decentralised
democratic governance. — Anuja Anil Date, Sharachchandra Lele

Dynamics of Being Rajbanshi

16  The transition from tribe to caste has remained a contested phenomenon in
India. This complex transition is addressed in this article in the context of the
Rajbanshi identity, highlighting the various intricacies involved. The frame of
retribalisation questions the simplistic tribe-to-caste narrative and reiterates
the Rajbanshi’s consistent efforts to embrace generic roots left in the past to
bargain with the wider society. — Gautam Chandra Roy

Delimitation of Jammu and Kashmir

32 The union government went on with the process of delimitation in Jammu
and Kashmir with an unflinching focus, disregarding the immense opposition
to this exercise by most political parties on the ground. It is essential to
enumerate the basic aspects of this delimitation and analyse how these can

have profound political consequences in the union territory of J&K.
— Muhammad Mutahhar Amin

Income Inequity in the Utilisation of Inpatient Services

39 The data on equivalised household income and inpatient service utilisation
from the National Sample Survey Office are employed to analyse the
extent of inequity in the utilisation of inpatient services before (2004) and
after (2014) the implementation of the prHI in 2008. This is done by
estimating concentration indices and the horizontal inequity indices.
— Vanita Singh, Amit Garg

Political Reservations and Service Delivery in Village Government
48 The impact of reservations for the Scheduled Castes as village heads is
examined on school and governance outcomes. In general, sc reservation is
not associated with improved outcomes. The findings can be attributed to
negative perceptions, discrimination, and domination faced by the scs.
— Priyanka Pandey, Sandeep Pandey

Every Family Its Own Historian?

57 Family historians select the most desirable facts, figures, myths, and legends
to present a strange blend of facts and fancies. This paper explores how the
Syrian Christians mobilise, conceive, and position their histories within the
social matrix of Kerala and their ideological uses for identity politics.

— Nidhin Donald

Economic&PoliticalwEEKLY

EDITORIAL
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Shrinks Sharply 7
COMMENT
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
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FROM 50 YEARS AGO 9
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Politics of Knowledge
—Krishna Kumar 10

COMMENTARY
Decolonising Decentralised Governance:
Insights from the Forests of Maharashtra
—Anuja Anil Date, Sharachchandra Lele............ 12

Dynamics of Being Rajbanshi:

Tribe to Caste and the Process

of ‘Retribalisation’

—Gautam CRANAIA ROY ......cousssssasessssssnsssssasins 16
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Civility in Crisis: Democracy, Equality and the
Majoritarian Challenge in India—Solidarity
beyond Patronage
—Ajay Gudavarthy. 25

Development of Environmental Laws in India—
Mapping the Narrative of Environmental Law
—Deva Prasad M 27

Epicentre to Aftermath: Rebuilding and
Remembering in the Wake of Nepal’s
Earthquakes—Contextualising Disaster
Aftermath: Some Interdisciplinary Insights
from Nepal

—Jeevan R Sharma 29

INSIGHT
Delimitation of J&K: Regional Disparity and
Disproportionate Representation
—Muhammad Mutahhar Amin ... 32

SPECIAL ARTICLES
Income Inequity in the Utilisation of Inpatient
Services: Effects of Publicly Financed Health
Insurance Schemes
—Vanita Singh, Amit Garg ........c.ccvcerusususususnaas 39

Political Reservations and Service Delivery
in Village Government
—Priyanka Pandey, Sandeep Pandey.................. 48

Every Family Its Own Historian?
The Case of Syrian Christian Family Histories

—Nidhin Donald 57
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|  TolootorNottoLoot?
| 10 The experiment of public-private partnerships in Turkey in the/{a

13 Using a household-level panel data set on Indian households, it
households’ macroeconomic beliefs—their expectations regarding country-

— Sargam Gupta, Vidya Kamate

An Analysis of Rural Shocks in India during the Pandemic

18 Utilising the third round of World Bank survey data collected during
September 2020, the employment shocks in rural India are analysed
based on the gender, age, caste, and income quartiles of individuals.
— Nabamita Dutta, Saibal Kar

On Ensuring Protection of Women in NRI Marriages

22  This study examines the legal remedial measures for women trapped in
non-resident Indian marriages under private and public international law as
well as the Indian legal and institutional framework. — Bharat H Desai,
Mayank Sharma, Santosh Upadhyay & Moumita Mandal

Spatialising Urban Vulnerability

35 Toaddress hunger, the Government of Delhi had issued temporary ration
e-coupons in the first covip-19 lockdown of 2020. This article uses a
data set of nearly 17 lakh households that applied for e-coupons to
measure and spatialise food insecurity in the city. — Gautam Bhan,
Hridbijoy Chakraborty & Parushya

Formal Financial Outreach in Rural India

99 Using a survey data set, this paper challenges the conventional view by
concluding that relatively resource-rich rural households from distant
locations availed multiple loans from formal lenders rather than the
households located closer to them as often believed. — Debdatta Pal

Disparities in Social Development in Maharashtra

107 This paper follows the methodology adopted by the Council for Social
Development to construct a six-dimensional social development index for an
analysis of development in the districts of Maharashtra. — Garima Malu

Occupation, Earning, and Gender

15 This study analyses the employment distribution of working-age women by
occupations across their activities in usual principal status in the Periodic
Labour Force Survey for 2017-18 by taking into account the household-specific
factors and workers’ personal characteristics by using a multinomial logit model.
— Panchanan Das, Madhurima Saha

Postscript

126 Amol Ranjan on how tennis has become a battleground of nationalism versus
professionalism; Mohammad Kamran Ahsan on how Fahmida Riaz decried the
dominant narrative that portrays Muslim women as being without agency;
Meghna Roy on how Thinking of Him tells interlinked tales of distress
oscillating between the past and the present; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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level macroeconomic developments—depend on their socio-economic status.
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EDITORIAL

he People’s Uprising and the Challenges of
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ransition in Sri Lanka 8

FROM 50 YEARS AGO

HT PAREKH FINANCE COLUMN
To Loot or Not to Loot? How Public-Private
Partnerships Harmed Turkey
—T Sabri Oncii.... 10

COMMENTARY
The Role of Socio-economic Status in Shaping
Macroeconomic Beliefs of Indian Households
—Sargam Gupta, Vidya Kamate................c.cen.... 13
An Analysis of Rural Shocks in India
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On Ensuring Protection of Women in the NRI
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The Violence in Our Bones: Mapping the Deadly
Fault Lines within Indian Society—Violence qua
Intentional Harm
—Dhananjay Rai..... 28
Re-Interrogating Civil Society in South Asia:
Critical Perspectives from India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh— An Anthology on Civil Society
without Perspective
—Ghanshyam Shah 30
The Eastern Gate: War and Peace in Nagaland,
Manipur and India’s Far East—Tantalisingly
Intertwined and Complex: The Mirror Has
Many Sides—Sanjoy Hazarika.............cce.evrues. 32

PERSPECTIVES

Spatialising Urban Vulnerability Perspectives
from COVID-19 Food Relief in Delhi
—Gautam Bhan, Hridbijoy Chakraborty,

PATUSRYE .17k i evvsnnsnonssinensss iosiinsadsaosnmsiasssisgsad 35
SPECIAL ARTICLES

Formal Financial Outreach in Rural India

—Debdatta Pal 99

Disparities in Social Development in
Mabharashtra: A District-level Analysis

—Garima Malu....... 107
Occupation, Earning, and Gender: An Analysis
with the Labour Force Survey in India

—Panchanan Das, Madhurima Saha................ 15
CURRENT STATISTICS 123
POSTSCRIPT

Tennis: A Battleground of Nationalism versus
Professionalism?—Amol Ranjan (126),
Feminist Extraordinaire: Fahmida Riaz
—Mohammad Kamran Ahsan (p 127),
Nostalgia, Belonging and Healing: Thinking
about Thinking of Him—Meghna Roy (128),
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Of Judicial Courage in Testing Times
10 Anindependent judiciary requires not only systems and norms designed to
prevent interference but also individuals prepared to uphold such
independence at great cost. — Alok Prasanna Kumar
| X ;
. Novel Health Approaches in the COVID-19 P. ﬁemic g
13 Novel public health experiments from Maharashtra d€monstrate s
potentials to advance people-centred health system g

The Agnipath Scheme
17 Far from being driven by a vision for the reform of the
Agnipath scheme is an outcome of compulsions born out o cial

and strategic shortcomings. — Ghazala Wahab

Fixing Appropriate Reserve Prices for 5G Radio Spectrum

21 This article analyses the spectrum-winning bid prices in simultaneous multiple
round ascending auction held across the world for 700 MHz. — V Sridhar

COVID-19 and Multiple Inequalities

24 Inthis article, the potential pathways to the resistance raised by the fisherfolk
in Poonthura are explored, thereby placing their responses as historically and
politically embedded ones. — Sabu K Ulahannan, Prashanth Nuggehalli
Srinivas, Sreenidhi Sreekumar, Johnson Jament & Malu Mohan

Maria Aurora Couto (1937-2022): An Obituary

28 Maria Aurora Couto brought out the facets of her cosmopolitan outlook and
her abiding faith in the synthetic traditions of Goan/Indian culture.
— Manish Thakur

Labour Laws for Gig Workers

38 Inan attempt to incorporate the doctrine of universalisation of social
security, the gig workers are brought into the ambit of the labour laws for the
first time with the provision of some welfare measures under the Code on
Social Security, 2020. — Deepika M G, Madhusoodhan M

Electronic Agricultural Spot Markets

45 The electronic spot market has introduced technological innovations to
agricultural commodity market trading through the electronic National
Agriculture Market. To assess the role of the electronic spot market in price

commodities’ spot and futures markets. — Kushankur Dey, Debasish Maitra

Self-financialisation and the Shifts in Engineering Education ‘

53 The self-financed quantitative expansion of engineering education in Kerala
should not be seen as a logical expansion consistent with demand and supply. |
Rather it should be primarily seen as qualitative, contributing to a change in J

the meaning of what engineering education is and has historically been.
— Manu V Mathew

Social Networks and Job Search Flexibility of Migrant Workers

60 This paper examines the job-seeking behaviour, various traits of labour
employability, and the nature of mobility to achieve employment aspirations
of the North East migrant workers in Bengaluru. — Reimeingam Marchang

Better to Reflect Than Shoot the Messenger

68 There was a significant reduction in the overall estimated footfall for
outpatient and inpatient care at the all-India level between 2014 and 2017-18.
— Muraleedharan VR, Girija Vaidyanathan, Sundararaman
Thiagarajan, Umakant Dash, Rajesh M & Alok Ranjan
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